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The Eighteenth Annual Florida Junior 

 Beta Club Academic Convention 
Doubletree Hotel at Universal 

Orlando, Florida 
December 7-8, 2009�

 
 
Monday, December 7, 2009 
 
9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon 
 Registration:  Registration Desk CC 
 
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM   
  State Sponsor & Coordinators of Competitions Meeting: Indian River. 
 
9:30 AM  - 10:15 AM 
 Songfest Preliminaries:  Ballroom 
 
9:45 AM  - 10:30 AM 
 Orientation for New and First Time Convention Sponsors:Indian River 
  
 9:45 AM  - 10:45 AM 
  Quiz Bowl Preliminaries:  Gold Coast 
 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 Check in Arts, Crafts, Banners, Scrapbooks, & T-Shirts:  Universal B 
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10:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
 Group Talent Preliminaries:  Ballroom  
 Living Literature:  Universal A 
  Set-up: 10:30 AM  - 11:30 AM 
  Viewing 11:30 AM  - 12:30 PM 
  Clean-up: 12:30AM  - 1:00 PM 
 
11:00 AM  - 12:00 Noon  
 Battle of the Books Competition:  Gold Coast Rooms 
 On-Site Poetry: Cape Canaveral 
 
10:30 AM  - 11:00 AM 
 Technology Check-in: Volusia 
 
10:45 AM - 12:00 Noon 
 State Officers, State Sponsor, and National Officials 
                            Meeting (Lunch Provided):  Indian River 
  
11:00 AM 
 Technology Judging: Volusia 
 
11:15 AM  - 12:40 PM 
 Quiz Bowl Semifinal Rounds 1 & 2:  Sarasota 
 
11:30 AM  - 12:15 PM 
 Spelling Preliminaries:  Hillsborough/Pinellas 
 
12:00 Noon -1:00 PM 
 Candidates meet State and National Officials:  Indian River 
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1:30 PM - 4:00 PM 
 

 FIRST GENERAL SESSION:  Ballroom 
 Presiding:  Maelis Martinez, State President 
 Inspiration:  Caroline Nichols, State Chaplain 
 Pledge of Allegiance:  Elena Itameri, State Vice-President 
 The National Anthem: Archie Phillips, Piedmont Lakes MS 
  Beta Club Pledge: Caroline Nicholas, State Chaplain 
 Welcome & Introductions:  Maelis Martinez State President 
 Greetings from State Sponsor:  Mr. Brian Branks 
 Greetings from National Office:  Mr. Glenn Stribling 
               Assistant Executive Director 
 
 
 

 Keynote Address:  “Service Can Make Us Winners” 
             Elena Itameri, State Vice-President 
 
 
 

        Keynote Address:  “The Difference Between the Impossible  
     and Possible” 
     Tanner Cox, National Secretary, Tennessee 
 

 Group Talent Competition (Top Five) 
����

 Introduction of Candidates 
 Announcements 
 Adjournment �� � ��
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NOTICE FOR ALL SPONSORS: 
National Competition Entries are now online!!  If your 
club has a state winner eligible for National Competition, 
the sponsors must complete the entry form online at  
sponsors.betaclub.org  by the deadline date of  
May 3, 2010.  Only the candidate entry form must be  
submitted online, printed, signed with required 
signatures and mailed to the National Office by the  
postmark deadline of May 3, 2010. 



Group Talent Preliminary Program 
(Time limit of 6 minutes - must have 5 or more participants -  
 perform in the order listed below)  
  
   1.  Partin Settlement Elementary School 
  
   2.  Discovery Middle School 
  
   3.  Liberty Middle School 
 
   4.  Rock Lake Middle School  
 
   5.  Carver Middle School  
  
   6.  High Springs Community School  
 
   7.  Clewiston Middle School  
 
   8.  Avalon Middle School  
 
   9.  Destin Middle School   
 
 10.  Poplar Springs High School  
  
 11.  Lawton Chiles Middle School 
 
 12.  Bonifay Middle School  
 
 13.  Sunrise Elementary School 
 
 14.  Emerald Coast Middle School  
 
 15.  Surfside Middle School 
        5 



 
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
 Science Competition:  Palm Springs/Broward 
 Social Studies Competitions:  Hillsborough/Pinellas 
 Spelling Finals: Cape Canaveral 
 Math Competition: Dade/FL Keys 
 Speech Competition: Duval/St. Johns�
 Arts and Crafts, Banners, Scrapbooks Viewing:  Universal B�
 Special Talent Preliminaries:  Ballroom 
 Poster Competition:  Universal A  
  
5:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
 Each club is on its own time. 
 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
 Arts, Crafts, Banners, Scrapbooks , & T-Shirts Viewing:  
                                                                                           Universal B 
 
8:30 PM - 10:00 PM 
 Beta Mixer:  Ballroom 
 
8:30 PM  - 9:00 PM 
 Sponsors’ Forum:  Cape Canaveral/Indian River 
 Pick up Arts, Crafts, Banners, Scrapbooks, & T-Shirts 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Monday night curfew is 11:30 PM. 
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Tuesday Morning, December 8, 2009 
 
 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 
     Breakfast for Sponsors:  Gold Coast Rooms 
     (Each club registered at the convention must have a sponsor present.) 

     Presiding:  Mr. Brian Branks, State Sponsor 
     Greetings:  Mrs. Judy Cummings, National Junior Sponsor 
 
 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 
     Registration:  Registration Desk CC 
     Quiz Bowl Finals:  Hillsborough/Pinellas 
     Battle of Books Finals:  Duval/St. Johns 
 
 9:15 AM - 9:30 AM 
     Campaigning:  Ballroom Lobby 
 
 
 

Candidates for Florida Junior Beta Club Offices 
 

         1.  Cami Dixon (Poplar Springs High School, Graceville) 
         2.  Jocelyn Martinez (Clewiston Middle School, Clewiston)  
 3.  Cristina Ramirez (Graceville Middle School, Graceville) 
      4.  Autumn Sievert (DeLand Middle School, DeLand) 
  5.  Angie Stevens (Trinity Christian School, Apopka) 
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10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
     SECOND GENERAL SESSION:  Ballroom 
     Presiding:  Elena Itameri, State Vice-President 
     Inspiration:  Caroline Nichols, State Chaplain 
     Welcome & Introductions:  Elena Itameri, State Vice-President 
     Campaign Speeches and Skits 
     Voting (5 minutes allowed for voting) 
     SPECIAL TALENT COMPETITION (Top Six) 
     Songfest Competition (Top Three) 
     Technology Winner Presentation 
     Winner’s Speech 
     Announcements 
     Adjournment 

 
     Fifteen Minute Break:  CC Lobby 
 
11:45 AM - 1:30 PM 
     THIRD GENERAL SESSION:  Ballroom 
     Presiding:  Samantha Durand, State Secretary 
     Inspiration:  Caroline Nichols, State Chaplain 
     Installation of New State Officers: Mr. Brian Branks, State Sponsor 
     Awards Ceremony 
          Mr. Brian Branks, State Sponsor 
   Mrs. Judy Cummings, National Junior Sponsor  
   Outgoing State Officers 
     Closing Remarks 
     Beta Club Pledge 
     Adjournment by New State President 
        8 



 
Special Talent Preliminary Program 

 
     (Time limit of 4 minutes—4 or fewer participants-perform in 
       order listed below.) 
 
      1.  Piedmont Lakes Middle School 
 
      2.  Christian Home and Bible School 
 
      3.  Gadsden Elementary Magnet School 
 
      4.  South Seminole Middle School 
 
      5.  DeLand Middle School 
 
      6.  Robert H. Jenkins Middle School 
 
      7.  Max Bruner, Jr. Middle School 
 
      8.  Bridgewater Middle School 
    
           

Junior Beta Club Pledge 
                    I hereby declare that I shall always strive 
                    To be honest and truthful at all times 
                    To maintain a creditable scholastic record 
                    To be of service to my teachers and fellowmen 
                    To conduct myself in a manner to reflect credit 
                    Upon my school and community. 
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Florida Junior Convention Coordinators 

 
 

Arts     Bill Kelly      Piedmont Lakes M S 
Crafts    Alecia Ouellette     Indian Trails M S 
Banners    Michele Baker     Christian Home & Bible 
Battle of the Books  Taneha Sinnadurai    Discovery M S 
Campaign Skit   Joni Bell    Destin M S 
Essay    Brian Branks   Piedmont Lakes M S 
Living Literature   Amy Miller/Judy Cox Graceville M S 
Math    Tami Parish    Bonifay M S 
Poetry     Justin Field   Discovery M S  
Poster     Linda Bowman   Indian Trails M S 
Quiz Bowl   Georgia Bennett  Bruner M S 
Science    Michele Baker     Christian Home & Bible 
Scrapbook   Ginger Carter  Piedmont Lakes M S 
Songfest    Shirley Owens           Poplar Springs M S 
Social Studies   Kristy Edwards   Grand Ridge School 
Speech    Barbara Kepner  Liberty Middle School 
Spelling    Catie Lane   Piedmont Lakes MS  
Group Talent   Jim Morrison   Bridgewater M S 
Special Talent   Karen Davis-Combs Destin M S 
T-Shirt    Michelle Wilson   Piedmont Lakes M S 
Technology   Karen Davis-Combs Destin M S 
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Dress Code 
 
The Beta Club will maintain a dress code for all meetings.  Clothing 
with inappropriate advertising slogans or emblems will not be per-
mitted.  Anything except ragged jeans, cut-offs, halters, midriffs, 
meshed shirts, swimsuits and shorts is acceptable to all functions 
except the dance on Monday evening.  The Beta Mixer is semi-
formal-ties for males (admission and throughout the dance) and 
dresses/skorts/dress pant suits for the females.  No denim material 
allowed.  Pre-school children will be governed in their dress by 
their parent.  Guests are requested to use good judgment when se-
lecting clothing for the convention.  At the last General Session, all 
delegates will be permitted to wear appropriate travel attire.  How-
ever, if there is a possibility you will appear on stage to receive an 
award, please follow the normal dress code.  NOTE:  Delegates may 
wear appropriate outfits/costumes for talent or campaign skit. 
 
Beta Mixer Rules 
 
Students must wear their name tag to get into the Beta Mixer 
and keep the name tag attached to their clothing.  Once students 
enter the Beta Mixer, they may not go in and out.  If the student 
leaves, he/she may not re-enter the dance.  The Beta Mixer is 
semiformal and appropriate dress is required; ties for males and 
dresses/skirts/dress pant suits for the females.  No denim material 
regardless of color is allowed.  Midriffs must be covered and no un-
der garments can be visible.  Shoes must be worn at all times.  
There must be one sponsor or chaperone from each club in at-
tendance at dance.  (Sponsors and chaperones must follow the 
same dress code for the Beta Mixer.)  
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 National Officials  
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