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During the week of March 6-10, 2017, The National Beta Club will celebrate
National Beta Club Week. This week is designated to celebrate and acknowledge
the contribution this long-standing organization has had on the lives of young
people across the country. The National Beta Club is the nation's largest
independent, non-profit, educational youth organization. Since its beginnings, The
National Beta Club has been committed to providing students with positive
experiences in schools. Between the Junior Beta Club (grades 4-8) and Senior Beta
Club (grades 9-12), the organization has helped nearly seven million students learn
how to make a life for themselves—and, since 1991, it has awarded over $5 million
in scholarships. There are now more than 500,000 active members and more than
8,900 clubs nationally and internationally. This week, we collectively celebrate the
accomplishments of these individuals, as well as the ideals the National Beta Club
set forth; Leadership, Character, Service and Achievement.
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PROCLAMATION 4192

NATIONAL BETA CLUB WEEK
MARCH 5, 1973
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Proclamation 4192 - National Beta Club Week
March 5, 1973

By the President of the United States Of America
A Proclamation
Nearly 150,000 young Americans in junior and senior high schools throughout the country live
by the Beta Club motto: "Let us lead by serving others." By striving for high standards of honesty,
accomplishment, leadership, and service to others, Beta Club members are preparing
themselves in the finest possible way for the responsibilities of citizenship and leadership which
will be theirs in the years ahead.
To call public attention to the commendable activities and positive achievements of the Beta
Club, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved October 19, 1972 (86 Stat. 917) has
requested the President to designate the week which begins on the first Sunday in March, 1973
as National Beta Club Week.
Now, Therefore, I, Richard Nixon, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate
the week of March 4 through March 10, 1973, as National Beta Club Week, in recognition of the
significant contributions being made by Beta Club members to the well-being of our country.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred seventy-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
one hundred ninety-seventh.

RICHARD NIXON
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PROCLAMATION 5156

NATIONAL BETA CLUB WEEK

MARCH 5, 1984
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Proclamation 5156 -- National Beta Club Week, 1984
March 5, 1984
By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On a cold January day 50 years ago in Landrum, South Carolina, 15 quiet citizens led by John West
Harris founded the Beta Club and dedicated themselves to the promotion of leadership, honesty,
achievement, and community service among high school students throughout the United States. The
motto that was adopted by that infant club was: ``Let us lead by serving others.''
The six words in that motto tell a proud story. The Beta Club grew from ``three handfuls'' of citizens to
a current membership of 200,000 high school students, alumni numbering over 1.5 million, and 4,500
chapters in 36 states.
From its small beginnings, the Beta Club sought to recognize high school students who displayed
leadership abilities, personal integrity, academic achievement and a demonstrated willingness to
serve one's fellow citizens.
The original Beta Club members were opportunity innovators. They literally had the brashness to
create and run the risk of failure. They had the toughness to experiment and were honest enough to
learn from experience. Above all, they were willing to be judged on what they contributed to the well
being of others.
The best growth generators are those persons who have the inner moral fiber to accept new ideas,
concepts, machines and technology. The Beta Club founders had the ability to convince others that
productive change was necessary in revitalizing high school youth to widen their spiritual and
intellectual horizons. In recognizing the outstanding achievements of the Beta Club, we pay homage
to a vital part of our Nation's heritage.
In recognition of the accomplishments of the Beta Club for its significant accomplishments toward the
development of the youth of our Nation, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 184, has
designated the week beginning March 4, 1984 as ``National Beta Club Week.''
Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the
week beginning March 4, 1984, as National Beta Club Week, and call upon the people of the United
States to observe the week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and eighth.

RONALD REAGAN
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National Beta Club Week is an opportunity for Beta members, alumni and
sponsors to advocate for leadership, character, service and academic
achievement. It’s a time to share with local, state and national audiences
what Beta is and the impact it has on members every day.
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THE NATIONAL BETA CLUB
141 Beta Club Way

!

Spartanburg SC, 29306
1-800-845-8281
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In this guide you’ll find the must-have tools
to plan an awesome week for your members.
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Get with a group of your fellow members and
use this information to plan each day with fun
events, create excitement within your club, and

TELL ABOUT IT

maximize your National Beta Club Week
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activities to make them better than ever.
At the National Beta Club, we aim to make
your experience as a sponsor more enjoyable.

Wednesday

We encourage you to let us know about all the
exciting things you are doing during the week.

WORK WITH OTHERS

Send all photos and success stories to

05Thursday
19
THINK ABOUT GROWTH

10 Friday
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nationalbetaclubweek@betaclub.org . Thank
you for all you do in the lives of your Betas, you
are truly making a difference.
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Shannon
Meyer Meyer
National Sponsors
National
Beta Club Sponsors

www.betaclub.org

FEATURE BETA SPIRIT
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Make Your Mark

MONDAY
9

3•6•17

There are a variety of events throughout the week that allow a
chapter to communicate with others what Beta Club is all about.
Today, focus on making a mark in your community. Some
chapters host teacher appreciation breakfasts, others conduct
“Beta” competitions, while others reach out to the community
through service projects. Be creative in how your club will kick off
the week long celebration.

IDEAS FOR MONDAY
• Place “Beta Supporter” signs in the windows of partnering businesses. (pg. 22)
• Host a community wide service project.
• Put up blank posters at lunch and have students write how they are “making a

mark” in your school.

• Hold a ceremony for a teacher or supporter who isn’t a former Beta Club

member and make them an honorary Beta Club member because of the mark
they are making in students lives by exemplifying the beta principles.

• Implement a Beta Club Assembly for the community. Make people aware of the

good your club is doing.

• Have students write “beta shout outs” to special teachers or staff members and

have them read over the intercom each afternoon. (pg. 23)

FEATURE ACTIVITY

MAKING A MARK PLACEMATS

ANNOUNCE
Today, Monday March 6,

Materials needed:
11x14 card stock
Markers

2017, marks the kick off of

What to do:

1934, the National Beta Club has

National Beta Club Week. Since

1.

Have students create a placemat about the National Beta Club.

2.

Include facts about the National Beta Club and personal testimonies
about what Beta Club means to each student.

3.

Laminate placemats

4.

Contact local restaurants and see if they will allow you to put your
placemats on tables for the week.

been inspiring young people to
strive for excellence in
academics, character, service and
leadership. Today, we celebrate
this outstanding club for “Making
its Mark” by serving our school
and community.

Helpful hints:
• You could use pictures of your students and glue them on the
placemat to highlight service projects in your community
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TELL ABOUT IT

TUESDAY
11

3•7•17

Tell everyone what Beta Club is all about! Spread the word by publicizing
National Beta Club week on your school’s website, Facebook page,
Twitter account and Instagram. Hang fliers in your local stores. Publish an
article in your local newspaper or send a Press Release to the area radio
and television stations. Choose one or all and spread the word about the
great opportunities that Beta Club offers to members and the community.
Beta Club is impacting thousands of lives and it’s time to tell the world!

IDEAS FOR TUESDAY
• Hold an open house for the community. Show off your accomplishments and

service projects. You also could do this at an off-site location such as a restaurant
and invite parents.

• Have the local mayor and or town officials sign the Proclamation of National

Beta Club Week. (pg. 24)

• Work with local newspapers, radio and TV stations to highlight the activities of

your chapter and chapter members. (pg. 25)

• Don’t forget about your school newspaper and social media sites using

#BETAWEEK.

• Create a video that showcases your club’s accomplishments, activities and

service projects. Share it via social media, on your school’s website or through
the school’s network.

FEATURE ACTIVITY

BETA BUZZ

ANNOUNCE

Materials needed:
Beta Club props (t-shirts, trophies, scrapbooks, service project materials)
Informational materials (brochures, photos)
Giveaways (shirts, candy, prizes)
Beta Buzz Instagram Frame with the Beta Logo and school information
Digital camera (phone preferred)
Instagram account for your club or school
Volunteers
What To Do:
1.In a heavy traffic area of your school, set up a table with signage and
decorations to promote the Beta Buzz.
2. Invite members and students to choose props and have their picture
taken in the Beta Buzz Instagram Frame.
3. Give each participant a free giveaway
4. Post photo to your club’s or school’s Instagram account and tag
@NationalBetaClub. Don’t forget to use #BetaWeek #BetaBuzz
5. As students are having pictures taken, tell them more about Beta Club
and all of the opportunities available to them.
Helpful Hints:
• Music will draw interest
• Peak interest with pre-event posts on Instagram or fliers around school
• Have a big prize giveaway drawing with the names of all who
participated
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Today, the National Beta Club
celebrates the accomplishments
of its members, community
service and the outstanding
opportunities that await each of
you! It’s Tell All About Beta
Tuesday! At the ________ Beta
Club, we encourage all members
to strive for excellence in the
classroom and in their daily lives.
Keeping in the pillar of Academic
Achievement in mind, Beta Club
members are the catalyst for
change and a positive impact on
the world. We can’t wait to tell you
all about Beta Club and how you
can be the best you can be!

WORK WITH OTHERS

WEDNESDAY
13

3•8•17

The National Beta Club is a network of service-minded
individuals that is unmatched by any other organization. By
harnessing the power of elementary, middle and high school
students and sponsors, we’ve created a force that will forever
change our world. This Wednesday, focus on service and ways
your club can work together to continue to impact people around
you.

IDEAS FOR WEDNESDAY
• Implement a school-wide service project to encourage all students to give back
to the community.
• Create a bulletin board for students to record service hours.
• Partner with another club to share ideas of working together to better
implement service projects.
• Plan and implement a Teacher Appreciation Luncheon and have students make
formal presentations to each teacher thanking them for their service to the school
and community.
• Partner Betas with younger students to implement a Big Brother/ Big Sister
service project together.
• Have Beta students help serve lunch to the rest of school.

B.E.T.A. (BETAS EQUIPPED TO ASSIST) BUCKS
Materials needed:
Note cards or construction paper
Staples
Markers or a computer and printer (pg. 26 )

Today, Wednesday March 8,
2017, the National Beta Club
celebrates Service. Founder

What to do:

FEATURE ACTIVITY

ANNOUNCE

On each note card or square of construction paper, write or print the word
―B(Betas) E(Equipped) T(to) A(Assist) in big letters.

John W. Harris encouraged all

2.

Below, write:” When you have a chore, call on Beta Club. Consider these
bucks a thank you for being one of our Beta Partners,” or a similar
sentiment.

others. Today I challenge you to

3.

Staple three to five B.E.T.A. Bucks together and distribute a booklet to each
person you consider to be a valuable partner of your club.

service to others, perform a

4.

Honor your commitment! Each time a recipient has a big project, he or she
should tear off one of the B.E.T.A. Bucks and exchange it for the service of
the members of your Beta Club.

1.

members to lead by serving
think of a way you can be of
random act of kindness, or
simply work well with others.
How can you be a better servant

Helpful hints:
• A little creativity goes a long way with your coupons. Take your time on these
valuable slips of paper.
• Be sure to include contact information for your club’s officers and sponsor on the
back of your card to make redeeming the coupon as easy as possible.
• If your club’s service has any limitations or restrictions, be sure to note them on your
coupon.
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of our community? It’s up to you.

THINK ABOUT GROWTH

THURSDAY
15

3•9•17

More members = more service. Increasing the amount of
service Beta Club performs increases the impact it has on the
world. Think about growing more opportunities for your
members as well as encouraging them to focus on personal
growth. Help students set goals for their future, be a growth
partner in their journey, and help cultivate the leaders of
tomorrow.

IDEAS FOR THURSDAY
• Contact a neighboring school without Beta Club and volunteer to make a

presentation to their school’s administration about the benefits of Beta.

• Hand out brochures about Beta Club and the opportunities it provides to

elementary school students grades 1-3. Provide coloring pages or word games
developed by Beta Club members to encourage students to keep their grades
up in order to be in Beta Club one day.

• Focus on Personal Growth: Have students list personal growth goals and display

on bulletin board.

• Have officers make a club growth plan to document ways to get members more

involved and grow membership. (pg. 27)

• Grow better leaders by planning a mini leadership summit for your entire club

or even the entire school.

ANNOUNCE

BETA FOR A DAY
Materials needed:
Current and prospective Beta Club members or younger prospects
Invitations (pg. 28 and 29)

FEATURE ACTIVITY

What to do:
1. Have Beta Club members create invitations that say “Beta for a Day.”
2. Distribute cards to the members of your Beta Club and have them
disseminate them throughout your student body or partner with a younger
grade level.
3. Plan a special and exciting meeting for the date you’ve included on your
cards to show all the interested prospects how great Beta Club
membership can be. Don’t forget to also cover the basics, like the
requirements for your club and the current offerings.
4. Involve prospective members in service projects to emphasize the
importance of servant leadership.

Club week, today we celebrate
leadership. In order to have a
servant heart and live by the
Beta Club motto: Let Us Lead by
Serving Others, you must think
about personal growth. How can
I be a better person? A better
leader? What can you do to
make this world a better place?
Today, I challenge you to take a

Helpful hints:
• Be sure to include information about the meeting on invitation.

.

As a part of National Beta

•Get as many Beta Club members as possible involved with the project.
• An elite variation: Let members and officers nominate those who will be
inducted for the day and distribute a more personal invitation to those nominated
individuals.
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look at your life and ways you
can improve your leadership
skills in order to reach your full
potential.

FEATURE BETA SPIRIT

FRIDAY
17

3•10•17

This is your club’s final chance to showcase its true spirit.
Declare today as Black and Gold Day. Show your Beta pride by
planning a day full of fun activities that culminate the week-long
celebration. Pick a service project, plan a spirit party or combine
activities from the other Beta Club Week days. Make the final
day of National Beta Club Week count!

IDEAS FOR FRIDAY
• Black and Gold Day: Beta members can wear official merchandise and the rest

of the school can wear black and gold. Tweet your photos for people across the
country can see your Beta pride.

• Get everyone involved. Take pictures of teachers—not just beta sponsors but all

teachers and school staff—wearing black and gold Beta merchandise and
publish on your school website.

• Hold a Beta Pep Rally to celebrate your students accomplishments.
• Plan a spirit party for all Beta members and alumni. Have students to showcase

their accomplishments.

• Host a “Beta Field Day” for members to compete in challenges.

ANNOUNCE

FEATURE ACTIVITY

BLACK AND GOLD BANQUET
Materials needed:
Items necessary for invitation-making
Serving utensils and dishes
Banquet space
Beta Club members

2017 we feature Beta Club Spirit

What to do:

tomorrow, good character traits,

On this Friday March 10,
by celebrating the leaders of

1. Create invitations specifying a time and place to honor
your school’s staff with a banquet.
2. Ask parents of your Beta Club to prepare a large
quantity of one dish to bring to the banquet.
3. On the day of your event, create a buffet-style
arrangement and let teachers walk through to serve themselves breakfast,
lunch or dinner.
Helpful hints:
• This project may come with plenty of restrictions. Check with your school’s principal
beforehand to make sure it’s okay to serve homemade food.

achievement in the classroom
and service to our community.
As National Beta Club Week
concludes, we acknowledge our
current Beta Club members for
their contribution to our school
and community. Thank you for

• Spruce up the place! Adding just a few black and gold decorations from the dollar
store can really make the atmosphere more inviting, and it will show your staff you’re
willing to go the extra mile for them just like they do for you.

your leadership as you continue

• If your school has a home economics or cooking classroom, see if its
teacher would allow your club to utilize the appliances there. Stationing Beta Club
members there to cook or warm up food and wash dishes will ensure your
event goes smoothly.

Club Motto: Let Us Lead by
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to live out the National Beta
Serving Others.

ORDER

TODAY
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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION
SPREAD THE WORD

Don’t forget to let everyone know National Beta Club Week has arrived! One great way to spread the
word is to get official recognition from a city or state or from national leaders. Contact your government
officials and ask about the possibility of having a proclamation drafted and signed to honor your club and
National Beta Club Week. For your convenience, we’ve drafted the language for an official proclamation
of Beta Club Week. Edit the highlighted portions to match your specific needs, and send it off to be
signed!

PROCLAMATION EXAMPLE
Whereas:
The National Beta Club is the largest student academic organization in the nation, and is observing
[WEEK] as National Beta Club Week; and
Whereas:
The members of [NAME] Beta Club are part of an national organization of more than 450,000 fourth
through twelfth grade students dedicated to serve in their schools and communities, seeking our motto,
Let Us Lead by Serving Others; and
Whereas:
The National Beta Club promotes the development of student leaders, by striving for excellence in
academics, service, character, and leadership; and
Whereas:
The service provided by the [NAME] Beta Club has a positive impact on our community and citizens.
Therefore:
I, [NAME AND TITLE], do hereby proclaim this [WEEK AND YEAR], as Beta Club Week in [CITY NAME],
and hereby call upon all [CITIZENS, STUDENTS, OFFICIALS] of [NAME OF SCHOOL, COMMUNITY, ETC.]
thereof to render support to the members of this organization and to make themselves aware of The
National Beta Club, whose members this day are preparing themselves to be better, more responsible
citizens as they provide meaningful service to our schools and community.
In witness thereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused a seal of [NAME] to be affixed, on this, the
[DATE] day of [MONTH], [YEAR].
[NAME, TITLE] [SIGNATURE]
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SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE
SPREAD THE WORD

(NAME OF CHAPTER)

celebrates 2015 National Beta Club Week

March 6-10, 2017
(CITY or TOWN)- The (NAME OF SCHOOL ) in (CITY, STATE will celebrate National Beta Club
Week, March 6-10, 2017 . More than half a million members will participate in National Beta
Club Week activities at local, state and national levels.
During the week, chapters conduct a variety of activities to help others in their school and
community learn about The National Beta Club. (NAME OF CHAPTERS) will celebrate National
Beta Club Week by participating in the following activities:
(LIST CLUB ACTIVITIES).
Today’s National Beta Club members are the innovators and leaders of tomorrow. Through
academic achievement, service to the community, and building strong character, Beta is
preparing the leaders of tomorrow.

About National Beta Club:
The National Beta Club is the largest independent, non-profit, educational youth organization
in America. And for more than 80 years, it has prepared today's students to be tomorrow's
leaders. Beta’s mission originated with Dr. John W. Harris, a professor at Wofford College in
Spartanburg, South Carolina, who founded the organization in 1934. Over 80 years have
passed, but his vision and Beta’s mission has remained the same, Let Us Lead by Serving
Others. For more, visit the National Beta Club online at betaclub.org.
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CLUB GROWTH PLAN
Strengths of Club

Opportunities

Weaknesses of Club

INTERNAL
FACTORS

Threats
EXTERNAL
FACTORS
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POSITIVE

NEGATIVE

You are invited to be a

You are invited to be a

BETA FOR A DAY

BETA FOR A DAY

You are invited to be a

You are invited to be a

BETA FOR A DAY

BETA FOR A DAY
FRONT
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DATE:______________________________

DATE:______________________________

!
TIME:______________________________
!
PLACE:_____________________________
!
!
!

!
TIME:______________________________
!
PLACE:_____________________________
!
!
!
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DATE:______________________________

DATE:______________________________

!
TIME:______________________________
!
PLACE:_____________________________
!
!
!

!
TIME:______________________________
!
PLACE:_____________________________
!
!
!
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#BETACLUBWEEK
betaclub.org

#BETACLUBWEEK

